The object of this publication is, to use the words of its zealous author, to give to. the world a collection of cases occurring-in hospital practice, systematically arranged, with the views that immediately influenced the method of treatment.
Medico-chihurgical RiiviEW.
[Jan. 1 rupted in the Capital. But the signs of the times make an earlier impression on some men than on others, and the striking-manifestations of public feeling-that have recently been witnessed, must induce those who rank as the foremost in the profession to bestir themselves, and answer its just expectations.
Hospital appointments must soon be considered as real trusts, not only to the governors and patients of the institutions, but also to science and the medical public. They must not be longer looked on as preserves, where a favoured race may be fattened and fed with little exertion or merit of their own.
Our professional youth have a right to ask for cheaper opportunities of acquiring knowledge?the members of our colleges should be free of the practice of every hospital?and the medical officers should deem themselves bound to communicate clinical reports, in the fullest and most eligible manner.
We have little doubt that few years will elapse, before the impatient spirit of the day will demand and obtain such concessions as these.
We have spoken so often and so long on the subject of clinical reports, that further observations would be merely repetition. We know not if our efforts to encourage the surgeons and physicians of hospitals to collect and to diffuse them, have been productive of desirable consequences. But our voice has been earnest, if it has not been efficient, and vanity might tempt us to express the suspicion, that the zealous have been stimulated and encouraged by our praise?the indolent shamed by the severity of our censure.
To ensure a reasonable quantum of success, an undertaking commenced with ardour must be carried into execution with discretion. It is not enough that the spirit be willing?-the flesh also must be strong. When His abdominal muscles were strongly contracted and tense ; his expiration was accompanied by a deep sig-h; he had twice vomited, and upon one occasion, a small quantity of blood ; his pulse was not accelerated nor feeble, and his skin perfectly warm: leeches were applied to the abdomen, fomentations were also ordered, and thirty drops of tincture of opium were given. A dose of calomel and opium was exhibited at night.
The nausea and other symptoms continued next day, the pulse was 84 and hard, and the tongue was covered with a slig-ht brown fur. Lecehcs ??calomel and opium?castor oil injection. Towards noon the pain in the abdomen increased, but the vomiting-soon afterwards subsided. Bowels opened by castor oil injections?an opiate afterwards given.
After the motion, which contained a small quantity of blood, he immediately complained of a great increase of pain in the right hypochondriac region, the pain being also aggravated by inspiration. The The inferior part of the left lung was much altered in its appearance, and much gorged with blood. The heart was natural, but there was some effusion between the pericardium and the pleura. A larger quantity of mucus than usual was found in the bronchia. The brain was not examined.
The next and the last case is one of rupture of the kidney. The patient was a boy, and the injury was occasioned by the handle of a truck being swung, with great violence, against his abdomen. The collapse was excessive and immediate, and he died in about an hour and a half after the reception of the injury. On opening the abdomen, a large quantity of coagulated and of fluid blood was discovered in its cavity. This had proceeded fx-om the left kidney, the part of which above the renal vessels was completely severed from that below them. This concludes our notice of Mr. Cooper's volume. We have not space for even the brief language of ordinary commendation. We would simply recommend it to those who are inclined to study facts.
